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Date: 23 February 2012
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your ref
 

Amanda Parks
RR/678/CM
RR/2011/2373/C

Lewes (01273) 481846
AR/AP
Direct Fax (01273) 479040

Dear Mr Hickling
town and country planning ACT 1990 

RR/678/CM - Provision of a strategic Desulphogypsum (DSG) storage area and associated development for a period of 10 years, with subsequent restoration to locally occurring habitats and landscape features, through the importation of soils, at the former Ready Mixed Concrete site.British Gypsum Limited, Robertsbridge Works, Mountfield, Robertsbridge, TN32 5LA. (Within land edged red on applicants plan no. 03099714-DSG.001)

At their meeting on 18 January 2012 the Planning Committee of the Regulatory Committee on behalf of the County Council resolved, to authorise the Director of Economy, Transport & Environment to authorise the carrying out of the above development subject to a legal agreement. The legal agreement was signed on 21 February 2012 and therefore under the powers delegated to me I now Authorise the approval of the above development. Planning Permission is now granted.  A copy of the Decision Notice is attached hereto.  

Therefore, in accordance with the above Act would you please accept this letter in conjunction with the plans shown as formal notification of the development for the purpose of your Register of Planning Applications and Decisions.  

Approved Plan(s) numbered:


03099714-DSG.001 - Location Plan, 03099714-DSG.002 - Application and Land Ownership Boundary, 03099714.DSG.003 - Detailed Site Plan, 4858/005 - Elevation and Details, 4858/006 - Typical DSG Storage General Arrangement, 4858/003 - Site Drainage Option 3 Open Ditch West Side, Supporting Statement, Revised information in respect of the DSG stockpile cover (colour)

Yours sincerely

Tony Cook
Tony Cook

Head of Planning

Copies to:
Planning Liaison Officer - Environment Agency – for Information



Mr Barnes- Gott, URS Scott Wilson Ltd - Agent

 



Mr P Cornfield – Rother District Council for Statutory Planning Register
EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCILPRIVATE 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1990
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010
____________________________________________________________________

	To :-
	Mr Barnes-Gott
	County Ref. No. RR/678/CM

	
	URS Scott Wilson Ltd

6-8 Greencoat Place

LONDON

SW1P 1PL
	District Ref. No.:-RR/2011/2373/C


In pursuance of the powers delegated to me by the Planning Committee on 18 January 2012 to grant permission under the above mentioned Act, Order and Regulations subject to a legal agreement being signed which was signed on 21 February 2012, I hereby GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION for provision of a strategic Desulphogypsum (DSG) storage area and associated development for a period of 10 years, with subsequent restoration to locally occurring habitats and landscape features, through the importation of soils, at the former Ready Mixed Concrete site. British Gypsum Limited, Robertsbridge Works, Mountfield, Robertsbridge, TN32 5LA (Within land edged red on applicants plan no. 03099714-DSG.001) in accordance with your application validated by the East Sussex County Council on 10 November 2011 and the plans and particulars submitted in connection therewith and subject also to due compliance with the condition(s) specified hereunder:- 
1.
The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.

Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2.
The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the plans listed in the Schedule of Approved Plans.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

3.
Prior to the importation of any soils, or within 9 years of the date of this permission, whichever is the sooner, a fully comprehensive restoration scheme for the site shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Director of Economy, Transport and Environment. The scheme shall demonstrate how the potential for habitat creation and improvement will be maximised, having regard to the landscape and ecological conditions both outside and within the site, and shall show how, notwithstanding the details submitted with this application, the volume of inert materials used to achieve the improvements will be minimised, and shall include:

- details of the type and volume of the inert materials to be imported; 

- details of construction methods, including dust control;

- scale drawings showing the existing and proposed contours;

- scale drawings showing the location of planting/seeding areas;

- schedules of plants and grasses and written specifications including cultivation and other operations associated with plant and grass establishment; and

- a timescale for implementation and maintenance.

The works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved scheme.

Reason: To ensure a sensitive and appropriate restoration of the site, to minimise disturbance to the established land uses in the vicinity of the Robertsbridge Works in accordance with Policy 31 (a) (f) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999, Policy WLP35 (b) (c) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006 and Policy GD1 (ii) of the Rother District Local Plan 2006, and to conserve and enhance the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in accordance with Policy C3 of the South East Plan 2009, Policy 31 (c) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999 and Policies DS1 (vi) and GD1 (v) of the Rother District Local Plan 2006.

4.
Prior to the importation of any soils, marker posts and profile boards relating to ordnance datum shall be placed around the site at 25 metres intervals to indicate the extent of the tipping operations and the finished contours identified in the restoration scheme pursuant to Condition 3. The posts shall be retained in place for the full duration of the tipping phase and grading operations and shall be replaced within seven days if they are removed or damaged at any time. The marker posts and profile boards shall not be removed until the finished levels have been approved in writing by the Director of Economy, Transport and Environment

Reason: To ensure a sensitive and appropriate restoration of the site in accordance with Policy C3 of the South East Plan 2009, Policy 31 (c) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999 and Policies DS1 (vi) and GD1 (v) of the Rother District Local Plan 2006.

5.
Within 10 years of the date of this permission, the use of the site for the storage of desulphogypsum (DSG) shall cease and the implementation of the restoration scheme pursuant to Condition 3 shall commence.

Reason: The storage of DSG is for a temporary period only and the restoration of the site is required to ensure the conservation and enhancement the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in accordance with Policy C3 of the South East Plan 2009, Policy 31 (c) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999 and Policies DS1 (vi) and GD1 (v) of the Rother District Local Plan 2006.

Schedule Of Approved Plans

03099714-DSG.001 - Location Plan, 03099714-DSG.002 - Application and Land Ownership Boundary, 03099714.DSG.003 - Detailed Site Plan, 4858/005 - Elevation and Details, 4858/006 - Typical DSG Storage General Arrangement, 4858/003 - Site Drainage Option 3 Open Ditch West Side, Supporting Statement, Revised information in respect of the DSG stockpile cover (colour)

The policies relevant to this decision are:

South East Plan 2009: Policies C3 (Development within the AONB) and M4 (Other Minerals).

On the 27 May 2010 the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government highlighted the Government’s commitment to the intention to rapidly abolish Regional Strategies and return decision making powers on housing and planning to local Councils. On the 6 July 2010 the Secretary of State revoked, with immediate effect, Regional Strategies. However, a High Court decision on the 10 November 2010 found that Regional Strategies could not be revoked in their entirety. The effect of this decision is to re-establish Regional Strategies as part of the development plan and due weight will therefore be given to the South East Plan policies. However, the Government has indicated that it will enact its commitment to abolish Regional Strategies as part of the Localism Act which received Royal Assent on 15 November 2011. An order is now required to revoke the Regional Strategy. The Government’s intention to revoke Regional Strategies is therefore a material consideration in the decision making process.

East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999: Policies 12 (Mountfield Roadstone Plant), 26 and 27 (Future Development at the Robertsbridge Works and the Brightling Mine), 31 (General Amenity, Traffic and Drainage), 34 (Restoration) and 35 (After-Use).

East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006: Policies WLP 1 (The Plan’s Strategy), WLP2 (Transport Strategy), WLP3 (AONB), WLP4 (Road to Rail Transfer), WLP24 (Landraising/Improvement with Inert Waste), WLP35 (General Amenity), WLP36 (Transport Considerations), WLP38 (Surface and Groundwater) and WLP39 (Design Considerations). 

Rother District Local Plan 2006: Policies DS1 (Development Principles), DS4 (Development Outside of Development Boundaries) and GD1 (General Development Considerations). 

Reasons for Approval

The proposal will utilise a derelict and currently redundant area of the Robertsbridge Works site for the strategic storage of Desulphogypsum (DSG) for a period of up to ten years. The storage of approximately 50,000 tonnes of DSG will prevent the material being disposed of to landfill and will contribute towards safeguarding reserves of gypsum within the Waste Local Plan area. The various design features and management measures will ensure that the development has no unacceptable adverse impact on the various landscape and ecological designations in the locality or on the amenities of residential properties in the vicinity of the site. 

Following the cessation of the storage period, the proposal will result in the final restoration of the application site to a nature conservation land use, to the benefit of the local landscape and its habitats. Whilst it is acknowledged that the growing medium will need to be improved for any new planting to be successful, details including the volume of soils required, the final contours and the final landscaping scheme will be secured by condition, prior to commencement of this phase of the proposal. On balance, the benefits of the proposal are considered to outweigh the temporary adverse impacts on amenity created by the additional HGV movements. However, in view of the nature of the established activities at the Works, including the historic volume of HGV movements, it is not considered that the impacts on amenity will be unacceptable. Moreover, the submission of the Construction Traffic Management Plan pursuant to the Section 106 Legal Agreement will ensure that the impacts of the additional movements on both amenity and the highway network can be controlled, particularly as it would relate to circumstances which are existing ten years from now. 

Subject to the completion of the Section 106 Legal Agreement and to the imposition of the recommended conditions, the proposal complies with Policies C3 and M4 of the South East Plan 2009, Policies 12, 26 (a) (c) (d) (e), 27, 31 (a) (c) (d) (e) (f), 34 and 35 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Minerals Local Plan 1999, Policies WLP1 (a) (b) (f), WLP2 (a) (b) (c), WLP3 (a) (b) (c), WLP4, WLP24 (a) (b) (d) (e), WLP35 (a) (b) (c) (e), WLP36 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f), WLP38 (a) and WLP39 (a) (b) (c) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006 and Policies DS1 (i) (vi) (vii) (ix) (x), DS4 and GD1 (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) (x) of the Rother District Local Plan 2006.

Signed     Tony Cook

Date         23/2/12

Tony Cook


Head of Planning
All enquiries should be addressed to:  


Director of Economy, Transport & Environment,

Economy, Transport & Environment Department,


County Hall, St Anne's Crescent,


Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1UE.


IMPORTANT - Please read notes attached.

Copies to:
Planning Liaison Officer - Environment Agency - for information

                   P Cornfield – Rother District Council for Statutory Planning Register



dncmgrac.doc

NOTIFICATION AS REQUIRED BY THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010
Appeals to the Secretary of State
o
If you are aggrieved by the decision of your local planning authority to refuse permission for the proposed development or to grant it subject to conditions, then you can appeal to the Secretary of State under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

o
If you want to appeal, then you must do so within six months of the date of this notice, using a form which you can get from the Secretary of State at Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN or online at www.planningportal.gov.uk.pcs.

o
The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal, but will not normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which excuse the delay in giving notice of appeal.

o
The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to the Secretary of State that the local planning authority could not have granted planning permission for the proposed development or could not have granted it without the conditions it imposed, having regard to the statutory requirements, to the provisions of any development order and to any directions given under a development order.

o
In practice, the Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals solely because the local planning authority based its decision on a direction given by the Secretary of State.

Purchase Notices
o
If either the local planning authority or the Secretary of State refuses planning permission to develop land or grants it subject to conditions, the owner may claim that the owner can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing state nor can the owner render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development which has been or would be permitted.

o
In these circumstances, the owner may serve a purchase notice on the Council (District Council, London Borough Council or Common Council of the City of London) in whose area the land is situated.  This notice will require the Council to purchase the owner’s interest in the land in accordance with the provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

NOTES
(1)
This permission does not purport to convey any approval or consent which may be required under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990, otherwise than under Section 70-76 or which may be required under any other Acts, including any Byelaws, Orders or Regulations made under such other Acts: e.g. Building Regulations approval may be required from the relevant District/Borough Council for the construction of a building granted planning permission by East Sussex County Council.

(2)
Developers are reminded that the grant of this permission does not permit the obstruction of a right of way and that, if it is necessary to stop up or divert a public right of way to enable the development to be carried out, they should apply without delay:-


(a)
in the case of a footpath or bridleway, to the County Council for an order under Section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990;


(b)
in any other case to the Secretary of State for an Order under Section 247 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990.

(3)
The applicant is recommended to retain this form with the title deeds of the property.

(4)
The grant of planning permission under Section 73 of the Town & Country Planning Act does not prevent the implementation of the previous planning permission, subject to the previous conditions.


IMPORTANT
Any failure to adhere to the details of the plans hereby approved or to comply with any conditions detailed in this notice constitutes a contravention of the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990, in respect of which enforcement action may be taken.

If it is desired to depart in any way from the approved proposals, you should consult the East Sussex County Council, Planning Development Control Team, Transport & Environment Department, County Hall, St Anne’s Crescent, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1UE before carrying out the development.

Ref: Policy:dn-notes
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